


saplings we had protected with plastic tubes to keep 
muskrats from girdling the young trees.  The tubes 
proved no match for the beaver.  Nor did they deter 
gophers from striking from below to dine on recently 
transplanted cottonwood seedlings, as we discovered 
in August.  We lament the losses but understand them.  
They are among the myriad interactions among 
organisms that are shaping the park’s ecosystems 
over time.  The willows, it should be noted, bounced 
right back with new growth.  The cottonwood seed-
lings, though, were completely consumed. 

Recent months brought several new bird species to 
the park, most notably a juvenile Common Black 
Hawk that Ad Konings photographed Sep 14.  New 
mammals are a little harder to come by, but on Sep 12 
we added one when a Western Spotted Skunk 

strolled into the field of view of one of the trail 
cameras Lois Balin is using in her Burrowing Owl 
studies at the park.   
 

WATER NOTES 
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